
Instead of leaving the study of the Word to priests or ministers,
every individual has to search (Latin: scrutari) the Word of the Lord 
by himself. This is not only true for the Old and New Testament, but 
even more so for the Last Testament.

The divine revelation on earth of this Last Testament was given 
through the eighteenth-century Swedish scientist Emanuel 
Swedenborg (1688-1772) and coincided with the Last Judgment which 
did not occur in the natural, but in the spiritual world.

The reason that one has to search particularly this Last Testament 
by oneself, is, that since the Last Judgment it is this Last Testament 
alone that gives keys not only to open deeper spiritual senses hidden 
within the letter of that very Word, but also to open deeper spiritual 
degrees of life hidden within the reader himself.

To everyone who is honestly searching genuine truths, including 
those who deliberately stay away from churches and religious 
organizations because they do not find them there, this book offers an 
orderly first encounter with the Last Testament.

Underlining the nonecclesiastical Last Testament teachings that the 
church, being the spiritual world on earth, does not appear to any 
bodily sense, this book also aims to encourage all those who are 
already familiar with the Last Testament to restudy it thoroughly.

To him or her who searches this Last Testament from a desire of 
being instructed concerning truth, enlightenment by the Lord will 
show the way towards higher spiritual truths. In fact such 
enlightenment by the Lord is not much different from the sign of the 
Son of man in the clouds of heaven:

What shall be the sign of Thy coming and of
 the end of the world? ... then shall appear 

the sign of the Son of man ... in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.

Matthew XXIV: 3, 30
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“The Last Judgment has been accomplished.’’

“The state of the world hereafter will be precisely similar to what it
 has been hitherto ... But ... man ... will hereafter

be in a freer state of thought respecting matters of faith.’’

“The Church is in man. The Church which is outside of him is the
Church with the many who have the Church in them. This is meant by

the Lord’s words to the Pharisees, who inquired when the kingdom of God
should come: The kingdom of God is within you (Luke XVII: 21).’’

Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772)
Last Judgment nos. 45, 73; Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture no. 78

The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:
neither shall they say, Lo here! or, Lo there!

For, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.
Luke XVII: 20, 21 W
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